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army had perished, and a third of his men had been starved or
had deserted before the enemy indulged him with a serious
battle. He defeated them at Borodino (September 7) and
entered Moscow, but only to find it deserted and empty. A
great fire destroyed the city soon after his arrival, and he was
driven to order his starving army to retreat on Lithuania to
take winter quarters. But the first frosts of November slew off
the exhausted soldiery like flies; the Russians harassed the
melting host on his way, till it broke up In utter disorganization,
and Bonaparte finally fled to Paris to organize new forces,
leaving his lieutenants the task of bringing back the 30,000
miserable survivors of the " Grand Army," who had struggled
out from the Russian snows.

In Spain, too, 1812 was a fatal year for the French arms.
Wellington, having received more troops from England, and
having thoroughly re-organized the   Portuguese
army, resolved to make a bold push into Spain, ciudad
Early in the year he took by storm the two great
frontier fortresses of Ciudad Rodrigo (January,
19) "and Badajoz (April 6), striking so swiftly that the armies
of succour could not come up in time to save them.    This
rapid success was bought at the cost of many lives, for the
assaults had to be delivered before the fire of the defenders
had been subdued; but time was all-important, and the result
justified the lavish expense of blood.   Having secured the
frontier of Portugal, Wellington pressed forward into Spain,
and won the first great victory in which he assumed the
offensive, at Salamanca (July 22, 1812).   By a
sudden master-stroke he crushed in the flank of f^alnaaca.
Marshal Marmont, and " routed 40,000 men in
forty minutes."   This victory led to the recovery of Madrid
and the flight of Joseph Bonaparte from his capital    But,
evacuating the other provinces of Spain, the French armies
massed themselves to check \\fcllington's further advance, and
before their superior numbers the English had to fall back